Alumni & Students: Building Community, Building for the Future by Merrimack College
Merrimack College 
Merrimack ScholarWorks 
Merrimack Magazine College Publications & Events 
7-1-2006 
Alumni & Students: Building Community, Building for the Future 
Merrimack College 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.merrimack.edu/merrimack_magazine 
Recommended Citation 
Merrimack College, "Alumni & Students: Building Community, Building for the Future" (2006). Merrimack 
Magazine. 21. 
https://scholarworks.merrimack.edu/merrimack_magazine/21 
This Magazine is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications & Events at Merrimack 
ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Merrimack Magazine by an authorized administrator of 






d Studentsn i ti i 1 d 1 n 1 C 0; u n i
Building f <Of the F u1t u r e
Table of Contents
COMMENCEMENT
I 56th Commencement Celebrates Success
4 Time Hasn't Changed Power ofClass Gifts
5 Legacy Graduates Enrich Merrimack's History
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
7 Alumnus Leads Upcoming Engineers on
Community Project
8 Students Bring Skills to Town Parking
Dilemma
II Professor's Traffic Expertise Helps Increase
Safety
13 Simplifying Statistics with Better Textbook
14 Communication Beyond the Word
15 Career Services Offers Tools for Success
AUGUSTINIAN LEGACY
17 Mentoring Opens Eyes to Possible Career
Paths
18 Students Forego Dorm Life, Choose City
Living
MERRIMACK NEWS
19 Friends of Merrimack College Award
22 President's Cup Raises Nearly $70k
ATHLETICS
23 Williams Named Women'sBasketball Coach
23 Sports Round Up
ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS
25 Reunion 2006
27 New Alumni Relations Director Named
29 Alumnus Shares Life Stories
CLASS NOTES
30 Weddings, New Arrivals, In Memorium
Alumni Profiles
MriRRIMACK IS PUBLISHED FOR THF. ALUMNI, PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF
Merrimack College.
President: Richard J, Saniagali "65
Vice President, Institutional Advancement: Chuck Mollor '84
Director of Alumni Relations: Nancy Sardella
ManagingEditor and Director of Marketing
and External Relations: Kathleen Enos Franzese '83
Writers: Kathleen Enos Franzese '83, Heather Notaro,
Marie DeMarco '02
Photos: All photos taken by Neal Hamberg unless otherwise noted.
Editorial Offices:
Merrimack Magazine, BoxA-8, Merrimack College,
315Turnpike Street, North Andover, MA 01845.
Alumni Relations: 978-837-5000, Ext. 4511
www.mcrrimack.edu
Address changes should be sent to the Alumni Office. Every
effort has been made to contact copyright holders of any material
reprinted in (his magazine. Anyomissions will be rightedin
subsequent issues if notice is given to the editor.
> Message erom the President
Community service has long been an
extremely valuable and critical aspect
of a Merrimack education. It is our
obligation and our mission to prepare students
for citizenship and service. It is our hope that they
will continue to contribute to society long after
they leave the college.
You, our alumni, have proven that the seed of
service is deeply planted. So many of you have
continued the legacy of giving hack to society and, in turn, have inherently
become role models. Our students look to you and your accomplishments,
professionally and civically, and choose to emulate them. Each year the number
of our students engaged in service learning and MerrimAction grows. These
programs took root decades ago, thanks to the efforts and contributions of so
many of you.
As you read through this issue, you will see that Merrimack alumni, faculty, and
studentsare engaged in projects and programs that bring true value to children,
business owners, and residents and town leaders of cities and towns. They are
truly making a difference in the world around them and they are ensuring that
the lessons of St. Augustine and the messages of Merrimack College are shared.
Thank you for helping us - and our students - carry on these iimportant











Student caller since 2005
The next time yoLir phone rings, Marki may be on the other line.
Marki is one of the dedicated student callers representing the
college, calling our alumni, friends, and families.
"When I speak with yon on the phone, I feel like I am keeping
yon connected to the college. It would be great if I had the
chance to talk to each of yon, to let yon know that your gift to
the college makes a difference to me!"
A gift to the Merrimack Phonathon is your commitment to the
success of students like Marki. Next time yon see Merrimack
College pop up on your caller ID, it could be a student caller.
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Four hundred and six Merrimack College students,
including six international students, received
their diplomas and became Merrimack alumni at
the college's 56th commencement on Sunday, May 21.
More than 5,000 family and friends, as well as devoted
faculty, filled the Volpe Center to witness this milestone
in the lives of the graduates.
Eight master of education degrees, 220 bachelorof arts,
229 bachelor of science, and three associate degrees
were conferred.
Philanthropist Shonda Schilling, the commencement
speaker, received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
degree from the college. After comparing the anticipa
tion of commencement with the anticipation of a World
Shonda Schilling delivered this year's commencement address.
Series game. Schilling spoke of two things she wanted the
graduates to remember:
• Life is not what you accomplish; it is what you
overcome,
• Tough times don't last; tough people do.
These are words she has come to live by since facing sev
eral health scares in her young life. At 31, she was diag
nosed with a rare blood disorder; at 32, a thyroid disease;
hut the day that changed her life, she said, was when she
was diagnosed with malignant melanoma at 33.
"That day changed who 1was and who 1was to become,"
said Schilling. It was at that point she developed the
SHADE foundation, a non-profit organization that teaches
people how to live healthier and about the dangers of sun
exposure. Shonda and her husband. Curt, of the Boston
Red Sox, have also worked tirelessly to raise money and
awareness for ALS (Lou Gherig's Disease). She told the
graduates that ALS has taught her to not take anything
for granted.
"1 make choices in my life because 1 believe there is a
higher power and one clay 1will answer to that power,"
she declared. "1 strongly believe that we are put on this
earth to take care of one another. Don't believe for one
second that the actions you choose, no matter how big or





She shared many words of advice with
the graduates, including one of her
favorites: "What we do for ourselves
will die with us; what we do for others
lives on." She encouraged them to
"walk out of here knowing that there
isn't anything you can't accomplish and
you will change the world. You will do
something greater than the rest and you
can look back and know the world is
better because you lived in it. I hope
you all go out and do amazing things."
> "From here on out - the name of the game is preparedness - responsibility - andservice. I have every confidence that you will carry on the tradition of personal
excellence that you have achieved at Merrimack. I have confidence that you will
rise to every challenge that meets you in life, and I have confidence that you will
work to make our world a better place - in your own unique way."
- President RichardJ. Santagati, Commencement address
V
Rev. Patrick Akinrimisi, O.S.A., (third from left) of Nigeria, Africa, received
an honorary Doctor of Auguslinian Education. He was presented by Rev. Kevin
Dwyer, O.S.A. left, professor of Religion and Theological Studies at Merrimack,
who said, "In rnany African societies, the traditional greeting is not 'Hello,' but
'I see you.' It is in that sense that we salute our honoree. We see him as our
brother Augustinian. We see him as one so esteemed by his fellow friars that they
elected him to shoulder the burden of leadership as the Nigerian province began
its new life of independence. We see him as a friar who champions the same
Augustinian commitment to social justice that is espoused by Merrimack
College." Merrimack College President Richard J. Santagati (second from left)
and Rev. Gary McCloskey, O.S.A. (right), dean of the college, were on hand to
congratulate him.
Fr. Patrick is the president of the Augustinian Federation of Africa (AFA), a
position he has held since 2005. He was previously first prior provincial of the
Province of St. Augustine of Nigeria, and was chairof the Augustinian Advocacy
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Athlete of the Year.
Matthew Lovett In his speech to
his fellow gradu
ates, Lovett spoke of looking ahead with "cautious opti
mism." "We are the future leaders of this world, a world
that is involved in war and uncertainty. We must be
abreast of the ideas of health care, education, and politics,
not to mention the idea of beginning a family," he stated.
"We are prepared for it, though."
He continued, "Our time at Merrimack has instilled
in us precious values that will enable us to make this
transition."
Lovett has already used these values to give back to
Merrimack and to the Merrimack Valley community.
He served as a tutor for the football team and at Bellesini
Academy; he volunteered as a youth football coach, a
Learn and Serve counselor, and a Reaching Higher
Coals volunteer; he also served as treasurer of the Sports
Medicine Club in his junior year. Lovett received the
Athletic Trainers of Massachusetts Scholarship and was a
finalist for a national NCAA post-grad scholarship award.
He will attend graduate school in the fall.
Dr. Rouzbeh Yassini, (center) founder and CEO of YAS
Broadband Ventures LLC, was awarded the honorary Doctor of
Commercial Science degree.
"Dr. Yassini is an inspiration to us as he created his own vision,
stuck to it despite numerous challenges, and carried it through to
its conclusion," said Dr. John Adams (right) in his introduction.
"Dr. Yassini is well known in industry circles as the 'father of
the cable modem.' He has been an outstanding supporter of
Merrimack College faculty and senior students through the YAS
Corporation Faculty Fellowship Award Program and the YAS
Senior Awards program, honoring student research." President
Richard J. Santagati (left) stands with them.
FitzPatrick Named
Outstanding Teacher
Dr. Kathleen A. FitzPatrick, associate professor of
biology, was named the 22nd Dr. Edward C.
Roddy,Jr. Outstanding Teacher of the Year at
this year's Commencement.
Nominated by her students and her colleagues.
Dr. FitzPatrick is a well-respected scholar dedicated to
the academic success of her students at Merrimack College
since 1977. She previously led the Biology/Allied Health
Department as chair for nine years. Currently, she serves
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Time Hasn't Changed the
Power of Class Gifts
By Heather Notaro
The 2006 class, led by Joshua Blaszak '06, president
of the class council, raised more than $8,000 to
leave their legacy on one of the well-known
meeting places on campus, Cascia Hall.
The 2006 class gift will be heard around campus for
many years to come. The class donated chimes for
Cascia Hall which will play at various times to note
special events throughout the year.
"We wanted the Class of 2006 to set new standards for
future classes in terms of participation," said Blaszak.
"This was our first chance to give back and hopefully it
is just the beginning. It feels great to leave a piece of our
class behind on campus."
It was Merrimack's Class of 1992 who were able to
encourage more than 85 percent of their senior
population to contribute toward a Victorian clock which
still stands on the quad between the Sakowich Campus
Center and the McQuade Library. The fixture-turned-
landmark, which adds both utility and charm to the
campus, represents the desire among students to leave
their footprint for future classes to follow.
Wayne Bishop '92, president of the class council in
1992, led the one-and-a-half year fundraising effort to
purchase the clock. "We thought of innovative ways to
appeal to the students and I was truly impressed with
how much the campus community came together for
this purpose," said Bishop. "Students understood that
it wasn't how much you gave, but just the act of
contribution itself."
The concept of a class gift demonstrates the desire for
soon-to-be alumni to stay closely affiliated with the
college while leaving behind a tangible memory. Now, as
current students look to the clock to determine when
their next class begins or hear the chimes from Cascia
Hall on special occasions, they will be reminded of the
connection and dedication that so many alumni feel for
Merrimack College.
CJiimeswill hang in the bell
tower of Cascia Hall as a gift
from the Class of 2006. Wayne
Bishop (fifthfrom left), presi
dent of the class council in
1992, attended the dedication,
since over 20 years ago his class
also left a piece of history on
campus —the popular Victorian





that not only benefits our students, but also advances
the discipline which is this teacher's vocation and life
passion."
In addition to her dedication to the students of
Merrimack College, Dr. FitzPatrick has served as a
board member and active volunteer for Bread and Roses
in Lawrence, Mass, for 30 years.
Dr. FitzPatrick holds a doctorate in physiology with a
minor in anatomy from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Her areas of expertise include human
physiology, exercise physiology, alternative and
complementary medicine, and science pedagogy.
The published author of a book chapter and numerous
articles, she is a native of Illinois and long-time resident
of Lawrence.
The Dr. Edward G. Roddy Jr. Outstanding Teacher Award
was named for the beloved professor who taught history










Recent graduate Caitlin McConnack is surrounded (from left) by her boyfriend Chris Bryson '05, her dadJohn
McCormack '78 and her cousin GeorgeMcConnack '03, who all share a proud moment as fellow alumni.
Fifty students who graduated this year added both to
their own family histories and to the deep fiber of
Merrimack College. They are legacy students - they
are not the first in their family to graduate from Merrimack
and optimistically not the last.
Two graduates of the Merrimack class of 1978, Steve
DeCastro '78 and John McCormack '78, were proud
fathers of 2006 graduates - Douglas DeCastro and Caitlin
McCormack, respectively. The experience brought these
fathers back to the days when Merrimack consisted of
little more than a handful of buildings.
"When I attended Merrimack, the townhouses were
considered state-of-the-art," said McCormack. "I
remember waiting in line in the cafeteria with a tray
debating between two meal choices. Now it's like a food
court. 1 am completely blown away by the college's
growth over the years."
Both DeCastro and McCormack have fond memories
of Merrimack, citing the small class sizes, the personal
individual attention given to students, and the inviting
atmosphere as qualities they remember. "It was an
extremely close-knit community and everyone was so
accessible," said DeCastro.
In DeCastro's case, his son Douglas is the second
Merrimack graduate in the family. McCormack, on the
other hand, has a number of Merrimack legacies in his
family, including his daughter Caitlin, two sisters, and a
nephew, to name a few.
Upon learning of their child's acceptance
into Merrimack, they were monumentally
pleased. "1 was very happy Doug decided to
come to Merrimack," said DeCastro. "He
received a solid Augustinian education
and 1 know he will reach his goals."
Graduating legacy students wore medals
during Commencement to signify their
status and after the ceremony they gathered
at a graduate reception specifically for
legacy families.
Douglas DeCastro '06 Uigin) i.s luil the first in Ills
family to have walked the hallowed halls of





Eighty-six exceptional men and women were honored
as Presidential Scholars at the 2006 Honors
Convocation held in April at the Collegiate Church
of Christ the Teacher. A Presidential Scholar achieves a
minimum of 3.5 cumulative grade point average, based on
a 4.0 grading system. Students must have completed 34
courses and 102 credits by the beginning of the spring
semester to be so designated. Several academic awards and
student leadership awards were presented to a number of
outstanding students during the convocation event.
Bruno Zanotti '06 (left), recipient of the David A. Rajferty III
Memorial Award presented at the Honors Convocation , posed with
Carolyn Morrissey, sister of the late David A. Rafferty III, infront of
a memorial tree planted at Austin Hall. The David A. Rafferty III
Memorial Award is given in recognition of athletic and academic
achievemait and leadership within the collegecommunity. The award
was established by David and Marilyn Rafferty in memory of their
son, David, a member of the Class of 1987.
Ashley Jorge '06 and Dean of Students Shawn
De Veau,J.D.
Convocation Day
Dean of Faculty for Science and Engineering
Dr. Russell E Pinizzotto addressed those present
on the subject, "Is Merrimack College a High
IQ Community?" He spoke about the three
values he believes to be the most important:
Integrity, Quality (hence IQ) and Community.
He asserted that:
Integrity is the ability to be ruthlessly honest,
both with yourself and with others.
Quality implies doing the best you possibly
can in everything, and being willing to do
what it takes to improve.
Community means that we all belong to
various groups and must be able to include
each member of the group in all its activities.
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how the original build
ing was constructed and
how the space could be
restored. Ultimately,
through the students'
data, it was determined
that the most reason
able plan would be con
structing a building
inside of a building.
Local businessman Sal Lupoli (far left), owner of the Sal'sJust Pizza chain, talks with (left to right) Nick Sccnna '06. Steve Mallory
'07, and Jim D'Angelo '70 about the status of the renovation project.
"The students worked
with my firm and Sal
Lupoli directly to con
ceptualize and design
the building inside-of-
a building plan," said
D'Angelo. This plan
will preserve the historic
exterior look of the
building while creating a modern struc
ture for future businesses to call home.
nn the banks of the Merrimack
River in Lawrence lies an old mill
building that once functioned as a
power plant, relying on natural resources
such as river water and coal to keep the
mills running efficiently.
Today, the former power plant is the focus
of an incredible structural and economic
undertaking by local businessman Sal
Lupoli (owner of "Sal'sJust Pizza" chain)
with the help of some local talent, namely
Merrimack College alumni and current
students, offering their budding expertise
alongside seasoned professionals.
James D'Angelo, a 1970 civil engineering
graduate of Merrimack and co-owner of
TEC (Transportation, Engineering, and
Construction, Inc.) in Lawrence, has led
Merrimack College's role in the redesign
of the mill building that is part of the
Riverwalk project.
"Merrimack provides an education with
balanced lessons in the technical and the
ethical," said D'Angelo. "From my own
Merrimack experience, 1 knew that these
students would have a greater under
standing of how engineering skills
acquired in the classroom can translate
into a real, human environment. The
power plant project seemed like a perfect
opportunity to benefit everyone
involved."
D'Angelo developed a plan specifically
for the students. Once they were given
the rundown about what Lupoli wanted
to accomplish with the 40,000 square
feet of space the former power plant
offered, the students were charged with
Six months later the project is well
underway and D'Angelo has hired
Nicholas Scenna, a 2006 Merrimack
graduate, to work full time and a
Merrimack junior Steve Mallory as a
cooperative education student. Scenna
was one of the students who worked
on the original design.
D'Angelo views his consistent involve
ment with his alma mater as a means
for continued growth. Students gain
knowledge while businesses gain talent.
> "My hope is that the college will continue to reach outto its alumni and see them as a source of connection to
professional practice and likewise, that other alumni see
the college as a resource, creating opportunities for both





"When the college calls, I have been
happy to respond to help foster civil
engineering at Merrimack," said
D'Angelo. "My hope is that the college
will continue to reach out to its alumni
and see them as a source of connection
to professional practice, and likewise,
that other alumni see the college as a
resource for their professional practice,
creating opportunities for both students
and graduates."
L
Jim D'Angelo 70 (center) spealift with Steve
Mallory '07 (left) and Nick Scenna '06 about
future plans while inside theformer power
plant.
D'Angelo established Merrimack's Civil
Engineering Alumni Association two-
and-a-half years ago. Thirty-five years
after D'Angelo graduated, he remains
connected to the vast majority of the
19 civil engineering students who were
in his graduating class.
This collaboration between Merrimack
students, alumni and local business will
pave the way for tremendous growth in
the historical city of Lawrence. The
project is expected to be completed in
2007, and will help to further revitalize
the area.
Students Bring Skills to Town
Parking Dilemma By Heather Notaro
MeiTimack civil engineenng students loured the North Andover Uhra}y.
Third-year civil engineering
students at Merrimack College
were handed a daunting task last
semester - the challenge of helping to
design better parking for the Stevens
Memorial Library in North Andover.
The existing 33 spaces are not enough
to accommodate library patrons, and as
a result, overflow parking has been
infringing on neighbors of the library.
After being briefed in February by the
North Andover town manager, the fire
chief, police officials, library trustees,
and a member of the town improvement
society, the students toured the library
grounds to observe their canvas and
take notes on the existing conditiotis.
The class of 22 sludents, under the
guidance of Merrimack Assistant Dean
and Civil Engineering Professor Dr.
Gary Spring, split up into three groups
and each produced a separate parking
proposal. In order to successfully draft a
design plan, each student team needed
I
to consider concerned stakeholders,
including affected neighbors, as well as
significant spatial constraints.
In May, the student groups presented
their proposals to the involved parties
and the feasibility of each design was
explored. Students dedicated approxi
mately 1,300 to 1,500 man-hours to
helping the town of North Andover
solve this problem.
"This project was unic[ue in that it
exposed students to the need for
considering opposing stakeholder
viewpoints, unlike the typical academic
exercise," said Dr. Spring. "Once they
graduate, these future engineers will
encounter similar situations. Because of
this experietice with the town of North
Andover, they will be better prepared."
Town officials were impressed with
the students' accotnplishrnents and
the design plans are currently under
consideration.
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Seeing Green CE Senior Capstone Project Turns House Green
By Heather Notaro
Every year, the senior civil engi
neering students at Merrimack
take on a unique final project that
involves time outside of the classroom
and regular interactions with an actual
client and a specific community. This
year, the seniors conceptualized a plan to
make an existing house in Boxford,
Massachusetts more energy efficient.
RESIDENCE-. ^V.TERN^^NEOE5\6N>nI fSr home CONSTRUCDON
The students - Matt Aldinger '06,
Sean Homem, Kent Leahy, Nick Scenna
'06, and Matt Stanley worked with
several groups, including homeowners
Ann Mingolla and Mark Rodgers, Cindy
Gibson (a volunteer architectural advisor
from Marguiles & Associates), represen
tatives from the North Shore Technical
High School, the National Concrete and
Masonry Association and others.
Recent Merrimack graduates (left to right) Matt Aldinger, Kent Leahy, Sean Homem, Malt Stanley and Nick
Scenna conceptualized a plan to create an energy efficient house in Boxford, Mass.
Under the guidance of Civil Engineering
Associate Professor Dr. David Westerling,
the students surveyed the existing condi
tion of over three acres of property with
the ultimate goal ofassisting the owners
to incorporate certain energy-saving
concepts into their design.
responsible, profitable and healthy
places to live and work. Such a designa
tion would bring both financial and
health benefits to the residents.
Each of the five team members had spe
cific responsibilities for the project. For





ties for the house.




whether or not that
portion of the project could be more
energy efficient. Each itetn had a point
value - the higher the points, the closer
the project was to LEED certification.
> 'We had the privilege of workingwith professionals who were willing
and able to give us advice whenever
it was needed and they gave us an
idea as to how things really work,"
said Homem.
ultimately, the students wanted the own
ers to gain LEED (Leadership in Energy
Efficient and Environmental Design) cer
tification through the U.S. Green
Building Council, the nation's foremost
coalition of leaders from across the
building industry working to promote
buildings that are environmentally
Sean Homem, the student pnqect tnan-
ager, led the team in a technical and
managerial capacity. Though collectively
I
they found the greatest challenge to be
staying within strict guidelines for their
design, ihe\- enjoyed the process.
"Ultimately, we feel as if we gave the
client some very useful information and
they will use that to decide what they
will do from here on in. We were pleased
with the outcome," said Homem.
All involved parties were present for a
detailed presentation delivered by the
civil engineering seniors. Supporting
materials for the project on display
included an intricate design plan and a
3-D model of the proposed residence.
The student presentation was part ol the
coursework and focused on engineering
communications and public speaking.
Each student was e\ aluated on his
presentation content and dcli\ery style.
The family is taking the students' design
plan into consideration throughout their
hotne planning and construction process.
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Dr. Walter E. Maxey Award Names 2006 Recipient
ByJames E. Henderson, B.S., C.S. 1991
u Did you get to meet the Maxey Award recipient?" Dr. Michael J.
Bradley, now chairperson of the Department of Mathematics asks
me. He's obviously excited that a math major has received the
award. When I arrived at the 2006 Presidential Awards, I end up sitting
in the rear since it was a full house so I wasn't able to see her too well
during the ceremony. He ushers me through the crowd offaculty, staff,
parents, and award recipients to a young woman taking a photographfor
another group of people. "This is Amy!" introducing the photographer,
clearly proud of her achievements. She reveals a warm smile as we
shake hands.
Amy Rowe, a third-year mathematics major, was thefirst recipient of
the Dr. Walter E. Maxey Memorial Awardat the 2006 Presidential
Awards Ceremony on April 25th. She works as a tutor at the Math
Center on campus, is
an active member of
the Math Club, and











Upon graduating, Amy plans to teach mathematics at the high
school level. Sheeventually wants to obtain her master's degree in
education and hopes to become a college mathematics professor. I had the
opportunity to meet and talk with Amy tofind out a little more about her
and her aspirations.
Dr. MichaelJ. Bradley and Amy Rowe
> Why did you decide to become a math major? I had a passion for
mathematics ail throughout high school. 1took every honors and AP
course that was offered at my school for math and was a member and
captain of the Math Team my senioryear in high school. I really
wanted to continue pursuing this passion and wanted to help others
develop the appreciation for math that I have; so, I decided to major
in mathematics and minor in secondary education in hopes of
becoming a high school math teacher.
> What is the most challenging aspect of your math courses sofar?
I think the most challenging and frustrating aspect at the same time
of my math classes is realizing that I am not necessarily going to be
able to complete proofs or solve problems in the upper level math
classes in five minutes like I could in high school. This is also the
beauty ol college math courses. It makes me leel very proud that I
could put so much effort and time Into solving these problems.
> You have held various positions of leadership while atteitding
Menimack College. How difficult is it to be a leader and also
maintain your class standing? At times it can be challenging to
balance my academics, extracurricular activities, and work, but it is
a challenge that I enjoy. I love living a very busy lifestyle and find it
easier to manage my time and keep up with my studies when I am
highly involved on campus.
> Wlieii I spoke with Dr. Bradley at the Presidential Awards, he
indicated that you are working with a team of students on a
cryptography project. Will you be presenting yoitr results? I am
working with a group of five other students in my Number Theory
class. During the week of finals we will be presenting the history
of cryptography an example using the RSA Algorithm, an example
using the Knapsack Algorithm, the current uses of cryptography,
and a cryptographyalgorithm that one of the students in the group
has designed.
> Do you find tutoring to be frustrating at times? One of the
most challenging aspects of tutoring is getting students to be
more independent.
Usually I work through a similar problem to the one he or she is
trying to solve, so that they can then do the actual problem for their
course on their own. If this does not work, I try to help the student
figure out what exactly they do not understand. Sometirnes this can
he as simple as forgetting to apply the FOIL method when squaring
a quantity or as complicated as not understanding the concept of
integration.
The best part of the math center is that all of the tutors work as a
team. If for some reason several methods of lutoring do not seem to
be working, there are usually two or three other tutors on duty that
are very willing to help.
> What is it that attracts you to becoming a high .school mathematics
teacher? I really want to help students to develop an appreciation
and passion for rnath. I have always pictured myself in a profession
where I would be helping people. I have also always loved working
with students. My job at the Math Center gives me insight into what
I think teaching will he like. After lutoring someone I feel very good
that I was able to help a student understand a problem tbey were
working on or a theorem they were working with; this is how I want
to feel every day as a teacher.
7 lie Waller L. Ma.xcy Award i.s an a<adcmi( award thai alumni have e>ilahlished
in memnriain of Dr Wdltei F. Ma.\ev. an associate projessor at Merrimaek (. allege
from 1977 until 1999 The awaid provides financial assistance to a third-vear
student m(i)iiriiig in lompiitei sdeme. matheinatiis. oi elediiial engineering,
e.xeelling in bis oi her aiva oj studv. and demonstrating leadetship ciualities.
For more in/oiination. please visit www.maxevaward.org. oi e-mail
inlof'hma.xevaward org
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Professor's Traffic Expertise Helps Increase Safety
By Heather Notaro
At one time or another, all
drivers have sat in gridlock
on a highway
wondering why and how traffic
happens. Most importantly,
they want to know how the
congestion can be alleviated.
Dr. Gary Spring, assistant dean and
civil engineering (CE) professor at
Merrimaek College, has made a career of analyzing
and identifying traffic probletns concerning today's
highway systems. Spring's specialty is in applying






Assistant Dean and Civil Engineering Professor Dr. Gary Spring is an c.xpert in creating new
systems to improve traffic safety.
"We are an auto-centric society; we are dependent on cars,"
said Spring. "Our country has an incredible transportation
system, but it is also aging. Mywork has focused on
applications of advanced systems to provide safer highways.
It's incredibly rewarding."
Though there are many suh-topics within the transportation
realm. Spring dedicates the majority of his time to the high
way system. Aside from teaching graduate and undergraduate
level transportation courses, he has acquired impressive
experience through consulting and funded research that has
resulted in his system designs being implemented in Missouri
and Nortb Carolina.
Through the use of geographic information technologies
and artificial intelligence methods. Spring continues to
assist towns and cities with traffic-related issues and creates
workable systems lor corporations.
Spring's interest in the field of transportation was
sparked accidentally. A family friend was working for the
MassHighway Department; Spring joined this friend and
became a draftsman and a member of the survey crew for
MassHighway. Since that time, he has been hooked, serving
in various locations as a civil engineer, a traffic consultant,
and an instructor.
Spring's professional affiliations are extensive. He holds
leadership roles within many of these organizations; the
Transportation Research Board (TRB); the American Society
of Ci\'il Engineers (.ASCE); the Institute of Transportation
Engineers (ITE); the American Society for Engineering
Education (ASEE); and Tau Beta Pi.
Dr. Spring holds an A.S. in civil engineering technology
from the University of Massachusetts Lowell, and a B.S.,
M.S., and Ph.D. in civil engineering from the University of










Associate Professor of Chemistry Dr. Anthony Fernandez has been awarded
the Paul E. Murray Fellowship for 2006-2007. His research proposal is
entitled, "A Detailed Investigation of the Oxidative Addition of a N-CH3
Bond to Rhodium in the Solid State."
The $10,000 Paul E. Murray Fellowship promotes science and engineering
research that will lead to enhanced effectiveness in classroom teaching. The Murray
Fellowship will allow Dr. Fernandez to expand his knowledge of organometallic
chemistry, which involves the study of compounds containing metal-carbon bonds,
and bring this newly-adopted knowledge back to Merrimack College students.
Dr. Fernandez has been teaching at Merrimack since September 2000. He holds a
B.S. and a Ph.D. in chemistry, both from Boston University, and he completed his
post-doctoral studies at the University of Toronto.
"This fellowship allows a faculty member to fully dedicate themselves to
conducting research," stated Fernandez, "which provides a tremendous
opportunity to stay abreast of current developments in their field of expertise.
It can lead to a new perspective that can be brought into the classroom
environment." His research will begin in June 2006. A presentation of his
research is planned for the Murray Symposium in fall 2007.
The Paul E. Murray Fellowship and Symposium in Science and Engineering has
supported Merrimack's science and engineering education since the 1980s.
Mr. Murray was the former district manager of engineering for the East Central
District with General Electric. A bequest from Mr. Murray significantly enhanced
science and engineering at Merrimack College. His daughter, former Merrimack
College Trustee Ms. Alice Murray, re-dedicated the Murray Fund to elevate its






A concentration in criminology
and law is now offered through
Merrimack's Sociology Department for
those interested in careers in the area
of criminal justice. Many Merrimack
students who graduated with a degree
in sociology have attended graduate
school, obtaining degrees in law,
criminal justice, social work, business
and public health. The sociology
program provides students with service
learning opportunities to work in
various community, human services,
criminal justice, and health-related
agencies where the student is expected
to apply some form of sociological rea
soning to their supervised field work
experiences. Students can experience
possible career interests, to learn from
those already working in the field, to
consider the need for further education,
and to establish valuable contacts that




Approximately 550 freshmen will
be welcomed to campus in early
September to begin their Merrimack
college experience. More than 3,500
students applied to Merrimack.
Welcome to our future alumni!
51% male - 49% female
22 states and 4 countries (Aruba,
Canada, Venezuela, El Salvador)
G.PA. -3.3






His passion for everything
numerical translates perfectly







need to be equipped
with the most up-to-date
methods," said Shaw.
Fortunately, Shaw is in on the secret
that not all students look forward to
statistical analysis. Within this reality
he saw an opportunity to possibly
implement change.
After much research, including scanning
a waist-high stack of existing student
statistics books, Shaw discovered that
the actual textbook might be the culprit
concerning student apprehension regard
ing statistics. If the books are confusing,
the students will ultimately become
confused.
In uncovering this textbook knowledge,
Shaw decided to begin writing a student-
friendly statistics textbook which would
use a first-person voice rather than a
removed third-person scenario. Also,
the pages would include more graphics,
comparable to the visttals ol a web page
- a more moderti approach all around.
"The practice of statistics has changed










Assistant Dean of Liberal Arts and As.saciate Professorof Psychology- Dr. Raymond Shaw is loohingfor a more
modern approach to teaching statistics.
to be equipped with the most up-to-date
methods."
Most importantly, Shaw is utilizing
student comments to facilitate this
project. Several of his current psychology
students volunteered to read 250 journal
articles throughout the spring semester
and complete a survey for each article
indicating what type of statistical
approach was used and how comprehen
sive the material was in their opinion.
The articles are from 1985 and 2005 to
indicate how much the field of statistics
has changed in the past 20 years. Shaw-
will also survey other statistics instruc
tors to better understand what is being
taught elsewhere. Collectively, the
feedback will help Shaw delermine
the content of the book.
Though it is mandatory for psychology
students to take statistics in order to
read and understand articles in research
journals, Shaw realizes a much larger
purpose for possessing statistical analysis
skills.
"Whether it is a poll or even health
information, we are surrounded by sta
tistics and numbers - it is important to
have the ability to decipher what some
thing means," said Shaw. "Knowing how
to make sense of messages from the
media can lead to a better life."
The text book project is currently
ongoing. Shaw holds a B.S. in
psychology from Georgetown University
and an M..'\. and Ph.D. in psychology
Irom the Universitv of Toronto.
"Whether it is a poll or even health information, we are
surrounded by statistics and numbers - it is important to have
the ability to decipher what something means," said Shaw.
i
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Communication Goes Beyond the Word,
Spoken or Written
By Heather Notaro
It is often said that life
experience can dictate
one's interests. This belief
rings true for Dr. Deborah
London, a communication
studies professor at Merrimack
who has dedicated close
attention to two topics that
inevitably affect all human
beings.
London defines "intercultural communi
cation" as transmitting messages to peo
ple of different cultures, socioeconomic
situations, ethnic backgrounds, genders,
races, etc. Her interest in this topic
developed over the years as she took up
residence in five countries, visited thirty
others, and participated in an exchange
program when in high school where she
spent time in Sri Lanka.
London has taught in the United States,
China, Malaysia, Korea, and Sri Lanka,
which enables her to bring actual experi
ences to the classroom at Merrimack to
demonstrate the importance of under
standing others, regardless of their cul
tural status.
"This is a global economy and there are
very few work situations that would not
require having skills in intercultural
communication," said London. "The stu
dents eventually learn the concept of
something not being wrong, but just dif
ferent."
As a final exam, London's "Intercultural
Communication" course headed into
Boston for a scavenger hunt where stu
dents were required to experience vary
ing environments all over the city,
including free trade shops and ethnic-
restaurants.
Assistant Professor ojCommunication Studies Dr. Deborah London interacts with an international
Student during an Intercultural Communications c/ass.
Another topic that captures London's
passion is health communication - the
transmission of messages throughout the
healthcare industry- from patients to
administration. In college, London was
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis (MS)
and through her regular dealings with all
levels of healthcare, she witnessed the
importance of having the ability to
understand one's medical situation in
detail.
"Even the healthiest person will eventu
ally need to communicate with the
healthcare industry in some capacity,"
said London. "It is very important for all
generations, including college students
and recent graduates, to have a working
knowledge of all aspects of an industry
that can easily become confusing."
As an assignment in London's "Health
Communication" course at Merrimack,
students are required to divide into
teams and build a model of what they
would envision as an ideal doctor's
office. "The results are interesting,
I
especially if the health care industry
hasn't touched their lives yet." Designs
included anything from separate sick
rooms, to designated play areas for
children.
London has also invited many alumni
back to Merrimack and into her class
room to talk with students about their
career choices and what they have
encountered since they graduated
from Merrimack.
Issues concerning intercultural and
health communication also provide fuel
for London's research. As a published
author, consultant, and professor, she
has been able to share her experiences
with varying audiences.
London earned a post-baccalaureate
degree in secondary education and
English from John Carroll University, a
master's degree in speech communica
tion from Emerson College, and Ph.D.









Chapter of the American
Marketing Association has won a




This award is for "Outstanding
Communications" and is present
ed to chapters that effectively
communicated to their mem
bers, officers, college/university
community and other audiences
throughout the academic year.
Chapters receiving this award
implemented promotional pro
grams, provided an evaluation of
their efforts and success, and
realized notable participation
and chapter involvement.
Students who serve on the
executive board attended the
Leadership, Career and
Networking Conference in
Orlando, Florida. Accepting the
award were Christina Ramos,
McKenzie Hogan, Alicia Cafarelli,
and Shawna Brackett with
Faculty Advisor and Professor
Catherine Rich-Duval.
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istorically Merrimack College graduates have enjoyed full-time
employment soon after graduation and many are hired before they even
walk at Commencement.
Ninety-two percent of Merrimack graduates are employed full time and 6.5% attend
graduate school within six months of graduation, according to statistics gathered by
the college's Career Services and Cooperative Education Department. These impres
sive numbers don't just happen; they are indicative of the tools and connections
available to Merrimack students, including the all-important alumni network. It is
also a process that begins in their freshman year, but is primarily focused on juniors.
In March of their junior year, students are encouraged to attend a resume workshop
as part of junior orientation. From this first opportunity through March of
their senior year, students are offered 75 to 80 resume workshops and have an
opportunity for individual resume critiquing.
According to Susan Brien 'GO, technical coordinator/corporate liaison in Merrimack's
Career Services, there are usually two to three meetings per student to get his
continued next page
Susan Bricii '00 (rij;)i(). technical coordinator/corporate liaison in the Office ofCareer Services/Co-op




resume in order. "The repeated message
is that their polished resume is a good
building tool," she said. "We are not
here to get them a job; we are here to
provide them with the tools to help them
get jobs throughout the rest of their
careers.
In addition to resume workshops, each
student is offered an interview workshop
where he or she can discuss what to
wear to an interview; how to behave;
what is expected of them; eye contact;
the importance of thank you notes to
interviewers; punctuality and hand
shakes - all tools to make a good
impression.
in preparing the students.
"Much of the success has
to do with co-op, a pro
gram which started in
1972," said Greeley. "Many
seniors receive job offers





have a very high opinion
of the Merrimack students
and their preparedness to
handle co-op positions.
Greeley reported that this
year has been the best job
market for grads since
2000, with many entry-
level positions needing to
be filled. According to
Greeley, the five things





After the resume workshops and the
interview workshops are completed,
students have access to a web-based
program. Advantage, which enables them
to submit their resume and apply to any
posted jobs. Advantage is a customized,
on-line job program specifically created
for Merrimack College. Recruiters at
companies that work with Career
Services can view the resumes of stu
dents who are interested in job openings
they may have. Merrimack students are
encouraged to use Advantage AND any
and all other avenues available to them
such as job postings in the newspaper;
Monster; Job Finder, Career Search, and
most importantly, networking.
Merrimack does a great job
in preparing students in
these areas. Brien added
that many companies are
looking for a well-rounded employee.
"Companies are getting
more and more involved in volunteer
programs, sponsoring bike rides,
walk-a-thons, etc.," she said. "They like
to see that students have been involved
in volunteer work, that they have done
something other than school and work.'
Coincidentally, this trend has long been
a part of Merrimack's legacy.
Tara Bongiornols '05 first co-op experience was with The Boston Globe.
Director Jim Greeley believes one of the
reasons Merrimack College students
have such success in their job search is
because of Merrimack's strong reputation
"Alumni have played a big role in helping our new graduates
year after year by agreeing to come to campus and talk to our
students, offering them advice and guidance. l/Ve are always
thankful to them for the many ways in how they assist our
students," said Greeley.
"The staff of the Merrimack Alumni
Office and the Alumni Resource
Committee have provided invaluable
assistance with networking programs,
practice interview sessions, and in their
support in Career and Co-op placement
opportunities," expressed Greeley.
Over the last ten years, approximately
70% of seniors successfully utilized the
Career Services/Co-Op Office in some
capacity. As Merrimack students gradu
ate and learn how to market their skills
and talents for that first career move, it
will continue to be the collaboration




to Possible Career Paths
By Heather Notaro
When signing up for amiddle-school mentoring
program at Merrimack College, students Heidi
van Gennep and Ryan Masciarelli had no idea that
ten to fifteen-year-olds could dictate such a large part of their
lives - and, ultimately, their career aspirations and their
understanding of the world.
Heidi and Ryan began volunteering two hours a week for
the college's Merrimack Academic Partnership (MAP) in
Lawrence, Mass. It made such an unmistakable impression
on them that they built their academic schedules around
their volunteer time so they would be sure they wouldn't
miss time with the youngsters in Lawrence.
While at Merrimack, Heidi was the site coordinator for
St. Mary of the Assumption Parochial School in Lawrence,
Mass. "We offer advice, listen to
their problems, and talk with
them about what happened at
school on any given day. When
report cards are issued, we will
Ryan Masciarelli '07 (right photo) and
Heidi van Gennep '06 (bottomphoto)
work with Lawrence youth in after-school
programs.
AUGUSTINIAN LEGACY
go over their grades with them and help them
figure out where they would like to improve,"
she explained.
The Merrimack student volunteers are
deployed to four different locations in
the city of Lawrence: St. Mary's School,
Bellesini Academy Bruce School, and
Guilmette School.
"The relationships and bonds that are formed are what make
this program so important," said Ryan. "I get as much out of
the program as the kids do. Once you develop the patience
and compassion to work with the kids, it is something that
you never want to forget how to do."
Heidi and Ryan are not education students - not even close.
Heidi graduated this year with a double major in economics
and political science, and Ryan is a junior political science
major and history minor.
After working face-to-face with the students and observing
their various difficulties, both Heidi and Ryan became very
interested and developed a
"need-to-know" attitude
about where public educa
tion dollars actually come
to rest in a lower income
environment.
"Due to my work with the
MAP program, 1 am very
much interested in public
finance on a local level and
the quality of education
that a child receives in a
public or private school in
a lower income versus a
higher income area." said
Heidi. "I want to know
how a child ultimately benefits after all the
budgeting is finished."
Ryan has become interested in education reform.
"Working with these kids has opened tny eyes to
the issues facing inner-city children. Education
will be a part of what I do after graduation and, at
the very least, 1 hope 1 can create tnore awareness
for education as a whole."
For Heidi and Ryan, their serx iee learning time
opened their eyes to the world ol cotnmunitx




Students Forego Dorm Life, Choose City Living
By Heather Notaro
A unique group of six Merrimack College students
made the decision to forgo living the campus
life to voluntarily reside in one of the poorest
cities in the state, Lawrence, Massachusetts. In an older
Victorian home called the Hennigan Center, these
students are required (and are happy) to interact with
the neighborhood and volunteer weekly.
The Hennigan Center houses those students wanting
to simulate authentic Augustinian living which focuses
on self, community, and God. Hennigan is not "Easy
Street." It is simple living with a full schedule of
learning and giving. Students must qualify based on








Students living in the Hennigan Center commit to:
• Six to eight hours of weekly volunteer service in the
local community
• One group service project each semester
• Bi-weekly community dinners
• One retreat experience
• Monthly reflections on volunteering, life
experiences, justice issues, and faith
• Basic house chores and upkeep.
The students participate in many local events and feel
very connected to the neighbors and the community.
Jennifer Salamone, a junior, volunteers her time at the
American Red Cross. Dan Roderick teaches kung fu to
Latino children at the jAdelante! Youth Center nearby
and also volunteers at Lawrence General Hospital. All
the studentsare involved in similar work while staying
connected to Merrimack College life.
The Hennigan Center was named in 2001 in honor of
the late Augustinian Rev. Thomas R. Hennigan, O.S.A.
The lO-room house has been part of Merrimack's legacy
since the founding of the college in 1947.
> MERRIMACK NEWS
Business Family Receives
Friends of Merrimack College Award
Mary Regan and her family, owners of Regan Ford in Haverhill, Mass., were honored by The Friends of Merrimack
College recently as the "Friend of the Year" at the group's annual dinner held on the Merrimack campus. The
honor is presented annually to the person(s) who best exemplifies the group's mission of providing scholarship
support through social, cultural, and
fundraising activities.
Mary Regan, wife of the late Frank J. Regan
Jr. '54 who owned and operated Regan Ford
with his father, contributes annually to the
Frank J. Regan Jr. Friends of Merrimack
Scholarship, established by Frank Jr. before
his death in 1987. The scholarship provides
financial aid for a deserving student with
preference given to a freshman who is a res
identof Haverhill. Mary Regan and the
Regan Family have continued their support
of Merrimack through the scholarship as
well as to Friends of Merrimack events.
1
Maty D'Emanuele Oeft),
president of the Friends of
Menimack, presents a checkfor
student scholarships to President
Richard J. Santagati.
Maty Regan, (bottom) ownerof
Regan Ford in Haverhill, Mass,
with President Richard J.
Santagati as she was being
honored by the Friends of
Meirimack Collegeas the
"Friend of the Year."
"Mar)', her family, and her late husband have been wonderful friends of
Merrimack College for many years," said Merrimack College President
Richard J. Santagati. "We are pleased to honor them in this small way
for the tremendous impact they have had on ourstudents and our
college."
At the annual dinner, the Friends ofMerrimack College also presented
$135,000 to President Santagati for student scholarships. The group
raised these funds through various fundraising events with the intention
ofassisting students who wish to pursue a Merrimack education.
New Entrance to Enhance Merrimack Campus
This fall, visitors to Merrimack College will be
greeted with a new entrance to the campus as the
college relocates its current main entrance and
enhances its attractiveness.
The entrance will be moved further down Elm Street in
Andover and will now be a total of 180 feel away from Route
the 114 intersection. The old entrance will become a grassy
area in front of the church.
"For the thousands of people who visit our campus each year -
from prospective students and their families to our current
students, employees, faculty and so many others - this new-
entrance will tnake a tnore welcoming and inviting entrance to
our college," said Merritnack President Richard J. Santagati.
Approximateh' 35 trees will be planted near the new entrance,
new lighting and a new sign will be added as well as a center
island with a guard gate. Construction began in June and is
















even overseas, and his
message has always been
universal: "God loves you."
In May, Fr. Jim commemorated a half
century of service that officially began
at his ordination as Cardinal Richard J.
Gushing, Archbishop of Boston,
welcomed him into the priesthood at the
Collegiate Church of Christ the Teacher
at Merrimack College. More than 500
people were on hand to honor Fr. Jim
and celebrate with him.
Though as a young man he thought
from time to time about committing
himself to God, today, when asked how
he was sure the priesthood was the right
path for him, he would simply say,
"1 wasn't sure. Half way through my
second year as a student at Merrimack, I
inquired about Joining the Augustinians;
1applied and 1was accepted," said Fr.
Jim. "I began my formation witb the
Augustinian Friars in late August of
1950. I believe that there is something
mysterious in a calling. 1 have often
wondered, 'Why me?' I was not
completely sure, but 1 had six years
in formation to provide me with the
time 1 needed to discern.
"1 was impressed with the Augustinian
Friars who were the founders of
Merrimack. They were pioneers, but
more than that, they were men commit
ted to a dream of building a college.
They did so as a community, each per
son giving of his own talents to make
that common dream a reality. It made
me want to be part of it." Fie ultimately
became the first Merrimack student to
join the Order of St. Augustine.
As a newly-ordained priest, Fr. Jim's first
assignment was as a teacher at Villanova
University. He then moved on to stay
for over a decade at St. Augustine's
parish in Andover. Three other parish
assignments as pastor followed at St.
Augustine, Lawrence; St. Nicholas of
Tolentine, Jamaica, N.Y.; and St. Mary,
Lawrence. For nine years he ministered
in the Augustinian House of Formation
in Washington, D.C. as a member of the






Washington Theological Union. The
next location was at an international
Augustinian Friary in San Gimignano
in Tuscany, Italy.
Four years later, in 1999, Fr. Jim found
himself back at Merrimack where he
has become a prominent and trusted
figure over the past seven years. He is
currently the director of the Center for
Augustinian Study and Legacy.
Fr. Jim works regularly with students,
faculty, staff and alumni to encourage a
better understanding of St. Augustine
and the Augustinian tradition upon
which the college was founded. Each
year, he teaches three freshmen seminars
on Augustine and the Augustinians and
a course on the life and teachings of
St. Augustine for the Department of
Religious Studies and Theology.
Throughout his journey, in his interac
tions with all walks of life, in a variety
of locations and under sets of varying
circumstances, Fr. Jim has always found
that working with people is the most




E "Ken" Diitmc '8/
F
rancis K. "Ken" Duane '81 has
joined the Merrimack College
Board of Trustees.
Duane is vice chairman of Philips-Van
Heusen Corporation (PVH), a $2 billion
apparel cotnpany that owns or licenses
such clothing lines as Calvin Klein,
IZOD, Arrow, Van Heusen, Kenneth
Cole, and Bass.
"Ken brings with him to the Board
incredible insight formed through
his varied professional and personal
experiences," said Merrimack College
President Richard J. Santagati. "Ken has
long been an involved metnber of the
alumni body and has interacted regularly
with Merrimack business students. This
appointment only secures his loyalty to
the college and culmitrates his contribu
tions to the Merrimack family."
Duane earned a B.S. in Finance/
Marketing at Merrimack in 1981, and
remains a tnetnber of the college's Saint




























deft to right) Chuck Lairabee, senior public relations manager; and James
Carnevale, manager ojstrategic developtnetU, Raytheon Company Integrated
Defense Systems Divtsion, pirsen! a check to President Richard J. Santagati,
with Director of the Lawrence Math and Science Partnership Dr. Liiiflfi Footc,
and VicePresidentfor /nslKiilioneil Advattcement Chuck Mollor
programs as well as the Lawrence Math and Science
Camp.
Raytheon's support for the Math and Science Partnership program continues the
company's emphasis on math and science education, as well as strong community
support in the Lawrence, Mass. area.
Merrimack College, through the Stevens Service Learning Center, has partnered
with the Blessed Stephen Bellesini Academy, the Asian Center of Merrimack Valley,
jAdelante!, Lawrence Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence, and Spar and Spindle Girl
Scout Council to encourage the exploration of math and science by inner-city
children through fun activities, tutoring, and posith e learning relationships.
Director of the Lawrence Math and Science Partnership Dr. Linda Fooie is grateful
for the support. "The program serves both the community-based needs and the
college's goals to promote an academic culture for our undergraduates through
experiential learning opportunities," said Foote.
She added, "In most cases, the middle school youth participants in the Partnership
are introduced to college students and a college campus lor the lirst time. The\-
become aware of their options and set their sights on their future course selections
that now may include science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) and
dream of their futures in higher education. All participants, the youth and the
undergraduates alike, develop scientific inquiry literac)- and communication skills.
The undergraduates recruited to this program are additionally challenged and
changed by this experience. Serving these youths changes their attitudes and in




President's Cup Raises Nearly
$70k, Celebrates 25 Years
The President's Cup Golf Tournament, an annual event where
almost 200 golfers played to raise funds for student scholarships at
Merrimack College, recently celebrated its 25th year. Held at the
Indian Ridge Country Club in Andover, Mass., nearly $70,000 was raised
for student scholarships. The President's Cup is hosted by The Friends
of Merrimack College.
During its 25 years, the tournament has raised more than one million
dollars and remains an invaluable resource for helping deserving
individuals access a college education.
TOURNAMENT WINNERS




























Katie Seero, amember of the class of
2007 at Merrimack College, is this
year's recipient of a scholarship
awarded by the November Club. The club,
which has its roots in Andover, was estab
lished in 1889 by a group of fifteen women
looking to advocate for social and literary
advantages in Andover.
Seero is the fourth recipient of the November
Club scholarship, which is given to a female
Merrimack student who is a graduate of
Andover High School. She was recognized
at the November Club's annual scholarship
luncheon, held recently at Merrimack
College. The club's relationship with
Merrimack began in the early 1980's when it
endowed a generous amount to the college
for the use of scholarship.
Piclurecl are Scott and Sally (O'Reilly) Seciv 77 (left),
parents of student, Katherine "Katie" Seero, Gladys
Sakowich of the November Club, Maty O'Reilly (Katie's
Grandmother) and Merrimack College President RichardJ.
Santagali (right).
Today, over 100 years later, the November
Club legacy lives on with the goal of improv
ing social, educational, and community wel
fare for young women from Andover by
offering a scholarship through Merrimack
College.
Enjoying theday ofgolf andfriendship were (left to right) Marc Reuss,
/.exinglon, Mass.. Rick Lowe, Westminster. Maryland: Chuck Mollor '84.
vice presidentJoi institutional advancement at Meriimack: and Steve
Keating, Keating Associates, Natick. Mass.
I
> MERRIMACK ATHLETICS
Williams Named Women's Basketball Coach
Helen Williams, former assistant at Princeton
University, is the new head coach of the
Merrimack College women's basketball team, as
announced in May.
Williams comes to Merrimack College with over 15 years of
Division 1women's basketball coaching experience. She joins
the Warrior athletics family after having served the last four
seasons as the first assistant and recruiting coordinator at
Princeton.
"Ms. Williams has demonstrated a high standard of
excellence throughout her career. I am pleased that
she will now bring those same high standards to
Merrimack College and our women's basketball
program," says Merrimack College President
Richard J. Santagati. "Her knowledge, work ethic
and leadership skills will be instrumental in the
future success of our student-athletes - both on and
off the court. 1 am confident that she will make
strong and positive contributions to the entire
Merrimack College community."
President Richard Santagati (left) and Director of AthleticsSean Frazier (right) congratulated
Helen Williams (center) after she was named head coach of Men imack College women's
basketball.
Williams graduated from Wake Forest University in
1987 with a bachelor's degree in health science.
She was a four-year member of the Demon Deacon
women's basketball team. She received her master's
degree in counselor education from Lenoir-Rhyne
in 1989.
For additional information on Coach Williams, visit www.meiTimachathletics.com
P O R T S R O U N D - U P By Merrimack Media Relations WARRIORS
The Merrimack College Warriors cele
brated another season of success within
the extremely competitive Northeast-10
and Hockey East Conferences and
finished out the spring portion of their
season on a high note.
The year was highlighted by two
national statistical leaders, four all-
Americans, a coach who won his 300th
career game, several conference and
regional honorees, a handful of all-star
game participants, and a sport-specific
sweep of regional coach, rookie, and
player of the year.
Warrior teams won nearly 50 percent
of their contests, including 51 percent
of their conference contests. Nine
teams qualified for the Northeast-10
Conference playoffs in their sport, with
two teams advancing to the champi
onship game. The following is a recap
of the spring sports:
BASEBALL
The baseball team concluded its season with
an 18-23 record, more than doubling its win
total from one year ago and marking the
largest turnaround of any program at
Merrimack in 2005-06. The Warriors' four
primary starting pitchers combined to win
15 games while none of thetn had an ERA
higher than 3.52.
SOFTBALL
The Softball team posted a 17-27 overall
mark overall and a 13-13 record in the
Northeast-10 under first-year head coach
Elaine Schwager. The Warriors finished the
season strong, winning nine of their last 12
games.
MEN'S LACROSSE
The men's lacrosse team posted an 11-5
mark, including a 10-1 mark in the
Northeast-10 and a season-ending No. 8
I
national ranking. The
Warriors won four of their
games in overtime and
advanced to the conference
championship game for the
first time since 2001. Northeast-10 Rookie of
the Year Greg Rogowski led the nation (all
divisions) in scoring with 108 points on 71
goals and 37 assists. Chris Elia and Rogowski
were honored as the Player and Rookie of the
Year, respectively, by the New England
Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association,
WOMEN'S LACROSSE
The women's lacrosse team posted the best
record in school history, going 12-4 (9-1
NE-10) and advancing to the finals of the
Northeast-10 tournament for the second
straight season. Senior Alison Colarusso fin
ished her career with a school-record 212
goalsand 265 points. Seven players scored in
double-digit points for the high-powered
continued ne.vl page
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Warriors. Colarusso, and Amanda Simeone
were named to the All-Northeast-10 First
Team while four others earned All-Northeast-
10 Second Team honors. Four players also
earned all-regional recognition and Kathleen
Keeman was named to the IWLCA/US
Lacrosse All-American Second Team.
TENNIS
The men's tennis team went 11-8 on the
season, including a 6-5 mark in Northeast-10
action. During the spring, the team rallied
off a five-game win streak and won seven of
its last 10 games. In women's action, the




The Merrimack College Athletics
Department is embarking on a new
project that will change the face of the
student-athlete experience. The focus of
the department is the establishment of a
scholarship fund which will provide aid
for student-athletes as well as provide
the opportunity to greatly enhance our
athletics facilities. Here, Director of
Athletics Sean T. Frazier, shares his
thoughts and vision for the newly-
instituted M Club.
> What is the M Club?
The M Club is an opportunity for sup
porters of Merrimack College athletics to
come together under one membership
umbrella and contribute to the advance
ment of the athletics department.
> What is the function of the M Club?
The priority of the M Club is two-fold.
First, it is to create additional scbolar-
ship opportunities for our current and
future student-athletes. Second, it
is to raise money that will allow the
Merrimack College Athletics Department
to continue to upgrade and build
athletics facilities.
> Who can join?
The M Club is open to anyone and
everyone.
> How does the club benefit the athletics
department? The college?
Financial commitments will make it
possible for our student-athletes to
compete at the highest level in NCAA
Division I and II as well as provide
opportunities for our students to gain
access to a wider variety of higher
education opportunities. The college
will continue to benefit from the
great tradition and esprit de corps that
athletics brings to the campus and the
recruitment of quality student-athletes.
> What advantages/benefits do the fans
get from the club?
Some of the many benefits include an
athletics newsletter, M Club pin, M Club
t-shirt, media guides, ticket packages,
and invitations to team banquets.
> Why institute such a club?
To provide an opportunity for family,
friends, alumni and fans to come
together and support Merrimack
College at multiple levels and to
further strengthen the bond between
the Merrimack community and the
Merrimack College Athletics family.
> How does one Join?
An interested donor can Join simply
by completing the information in the
M Club brochure and selecting a
membership level. You can find a
membership brochure by clicking on
the M Club link on our Web site at
www.merrimackathletics.com or by
contacting our department directly at
978-837-5341.
MackChat
The following are some individual
highlights with the athletics depart
ment during the 2005-05 season:
• Hockey assistant coach Darren
Yopyk recently completed his




• Hockey head coach Mark
Dennehy was recently appointed
to the American Hockey Coaches
Association (AHCA) Board of
Governors.
• Justin Goulet is the new strength
and conditioning coach.
• Women's soccer head coach Gabe
Mejail captured his 300th career
win last past fall. He is the all-time
winningest active head coach in
Division 11 for total career wins (348).
• Men's basketball head coach Bert
Hammel just completed his 26th
year with Merrimack College, and
was honored for his service at the
faculty appreciation luncheon.
• Sports medicine major and
football player Matthew Lovett






Enjoying Reunion 2006 were class members
of 1956. (Left to right): Frank Collopy
Dick Breen, John Lalumiere, Ed Collins,
Bill Fanning and Donald Chabot
Members of the
Class of 2001
were on hand to
celebrate their fifth
reunion this year.




Hundreds of alumni, including those from 17
states and three countries, attended Reunion 2006
to catch up with former classmates and celebrate
Merrimack College's successes and growth in the
time since their graduation. One alumnus flew in
from London, England to attend, while others in
the U.S. flew from as far west as California and
as far south as Florida and Texas. Other states
represented were Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut,
Illinois, Massachusetts, Maine, Maryland, North
Carolina, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia and Vermont.
25 years
The Class of 1981, celebrating their 25th reunion,
donated more than $96,000 to the college to support
scholarship and annual fund efforts. Celebrating the
donation at the reunion were (left to right) Steve Kelly,
Merrimack College President RichardJ. Santagati, Mary







[1 [n Ucumpn Oass(><ti
The Class of 1956, celebrating their 50th reunion,
donated $122,500 to Merrimack College to support
scholarships and other college needs. Mary D' Emanuele
(left) and Jack Twomey (right) represented the class as
they presented the check to Merrimack College President
Richard J. Santagati.
This year's reunion marked the first class celebrating their
55th reunion. Members of the Class of 1956 returned
to Merrimack to celebrate together.
Photos by Frank Leone
2006 ALUMNI OF THE YEAR
wo outstanding alumni, Edward C. Collins '56 and Mary
D'Emanuele '56, were recognized at this year's reunion for
their dedication and service to Merrimack College.T
Collins earned his bachelor of
science degree in civil engineering
from Merrimack and went on to
become president of Morse Diesel
International. He retired from
Morse as vice chairman.Collins
has been an active alumnus since
the 1960s, having served as presi
dent of the alumni council in
1960. He was a founder of the
President's Cup Golf Tournament
and he received the college's St.
Augustine Award in 1988. Collins
served as a college trustee from
1995-1999 and 1999-2003 and
was the co-chair of the Steering
Committee for the college's most
successful capital campaigns to
date from 1997-2001.
Edward C. Collins '56
Ed and his wife, Rita (Bonnano)
'54, are committed to furthering
the educational opportunities
for Merrimack College students;
they have endowed scholar
ships: the Edward C. and Rita
M Collins Cultural and
Performing Arts Scholarship
and the Maria and Joseph P
Bonanno Memorial Scholarship
(in memory of Rita's parents). A
new scholarship made in honor
of Ed and Rita's 50th reunion
will benefit an
incoming fresh
man from Methuen (Mass.)High School.
Mary D'Emanuele '36
Mary D'Emanuele earned her bachelor of science
degree in biology from Merrimack in 1956. After
graduating from Merrimack, she became a scientific
researcher and subsequently enjoyed a successful
career in management.
Mary is passionate about Merrimack and feels
strongly that Merrimack gave her the education
which prepared her for a successful career. Mary
became involved with The Eriends of Merrimack
College to help raise funds for scholarships for
deserving Merrimack College students. She has
served on the board since 2002 andbecame president in 2005.
Mary is the first alumna toserve in this capacity.
In honor of her 50th reunion, Mary has established the D'Emanuele
Family Scholarship in honor of her parents, Michael and Ann, to
benefit a freshman from Lawrence High School.
I
Ql As an alumnus, how
does it feel to be back at
Merrimack College helping
to build its future?
A! As a Merrimack grad I
have tremendous pride and
confidence in the Merrimack
mission. I wanted a role that
provided me the opportunity
to enhance the future of the
college. I also wanted to
answer the question "Why Merrimack?" The on-campus
residency rates, the average SAT scores, academic accom
plishments, and the general competitiveness of
Merrimack are climbing yet my impression is that not
enough alums and friends are aware of this, and once
people learn of these advancements they will be able to
answer this question for themselves - whyyou would be
involved, stay connected and support Merrimack as an
alum or friend.
Q- What are some of the main goals you would like to
achieve for Merrimack?
A. Iwould like to get members of the alumni body
more involved. In order to remain competitive and
increase our stature amongst peer colleges, it is
imperative to work on increasing the value of a
Merrimack degree. The value of our Merrimack
degree only increases as Merrimack becomes more
competitive. We all benefit from this.
Future plans with alumni will:
> Enhance alumni programs and events that appeal to
the interests of our graduates;
> Develop additional alumni advisory councils to be
governed by an Alumni Board of Directors;
> Increase career and networking opportunities for
Merrimack graduates through a mentorship program
and targeted value added services;
> Add services and benefits available to Merrimack
alums such as merchandising, affinity programs, etc.
ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS
Ql what can Merrimack alumni do to assist the
college with current and future plans?
Ai Any donation is considered agenerous contribution
toward the mission of strengthening the vitality of the
college. However, peer colleges of Merrimack have seen
an average donation rate of 26-35% where Merrimack
currently stands around 15%. In order for Merrimack
to continue to attract top students we need to be
competitive with the levels of scholarship and financial
support we provide. We are significantly behind peer
colleges in scholarship dollars raised as well. In order
to remain competitive with other institutions, our aca
demic buildings, the library, and athletic facilities need
to be modernized and properly equipped for the needs
of incoming generations. This means that we, as an
alumni body, need to improve our giving participation
level. It's my objective to communicate and educate the
alumni and friends of Merrimack College on what our
needs are and what it will take to achieve them.
Q; Overall, how do you feel about where Merrimack
is going as an institution?
A; I believe we have a real opportunity to further
advance Merrimack College - to continue its legacy,
our legacy, as alumni. As Merrimack becomes more
successful, the reputation and stature of the institution,
will grow regionally and nationally. Our ability to invest
in the college is an investment in our future and in the
future of those following in our footsteps. We have
much to be proud of as alumni and friends of
Merrimack.
Q; How can alumni get in touch with the Office of
Institutional Advancement?
Ai All)' Merrimack grad interested in contributing
funds, sharing a recent professional or personal accom
plishment, and/or wanting to get involved at Merrimack
can e-mail me at charles.mollor@merrimack.edu or they
can call the department directly at (678) 837-5104. We
look forward to learning as much as we can about mem






Nancy Sardella recently joined
Merrimack College as the new
director of alumni relations. She
brings a wealth of experience and
expertise to Merrimack which includes
almost five years as the associate director
of alumni relations and volunteer man
agement at Tufts University, and most
recently as the manager of donor engage
ment and stewardship at the Museum of
Science, Boston. Nancy has also been
active in her own community, serving on
the North Reading School Committee
where she was elected chair for two
terms.
"In my new position, I plan to
strengthen alumni engagement through
programs that foster a life-long relation
ship with Merrimack," said Sardella. "It
is our goal - our commitment to provide
opportunities for alumni to stay in touch
with the college and fellow classmates
through reunions, regional programs,
career networking, and other social and
cultural events. This is a wonderful
opportunity and 1am excited to be at
Merrimack."
Nancy earned a B.A. in communica
tions and economics from Boston
College. She is an active member of the
Council for the Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE) and a




Show our pride in your alma mater by showcasing Merrimack's colors. We are
pleased to provide you with the opportunity to purchase apparel bearing the
Merrimack logo. The insert contained in this magazine offers items from jackets
to shirts and blankets to scarves with easy ordering. A portion of your purchase
goes right back to Merrimack College to help support important initiatives.
Wear your blue and gold at Homecoming, reunion, sporting









Sports - Food - Giveaways
Jazz Band - Family Fun and
much more...
Alumni Flag Football Game
Alumni Warrior Warm-Up
BBQ - Family Fun
MC vs. Assumption - football game
Alumni Frozen 4x4
MC vs. BU hockey game
Beatlejuice
Alumni NightCap 2006
For more information visit;
www. merrimack. edu/alumnievents
or call the Office of Alumni Relations @
978-837-5440
Keep in Touch . . .
Send us your email
Stay up-to-date on all the happenings on campus; please share your email
address with us. Also, your fellow alumni would love to hear what you have
been up to so send us your latest news and we'll include you in our magazine's





















worthwhile causes. Dave McGillivray
76 can check "yes" to all of the above
and much more.
McGillivray, a world-class athlete,
entrepreneur, motivational speaker,
and philanthropist was the keynote
speaker for this spring's Alumni
Business Breakfast held on campus
in the Blue Line Club.
Thirty years ago, McGillivray spoke at
Merrimack College as the valedictorian
of his class. Now, with many accom
plishments under his belt, he talked
about the factors that encouraged his
life-long desire to perform.
Beating the starting center of a basket
ball team as a "vertically challenged"
young man clenched his decision to
become a runner where he could focus
on the individual and didn't have to
worry about getting cut from a team or
being picked last.
Since that decision, McGillivray has run
across the United States twice, has com







Boston Marathons) and several iron-man
competitions, and raised over $50
million for a variety of causes. On his
birthday every year he runs the same
number of miles as the number of years
he is turning; he has done this since the
age of twelve.
Currently, McGillivray is the race direc
tor for the Boston Marathon which won
him the prestigious honor of "Race
Director of the Year" in 2005. As direc
tor, McGillivray is unable to run the
marathon during the day with the other
competitors so he runs it at night when
his duties are complete, something he
has done for the past nineteen years.
"I am passionate about life," said
McGillivray. "Eating and sleeping is
overrated. I make 36 hours out of a 24
hour day."
His advice to those in attendance was
simple, "There are no mistakes - only
lessons and learning experiences. The
only one that has to deal with you is
you. Ignore the standards and surround
yourself with good people."
Help US build on your success -
Alumni Referral Program
D
o you know a prospective student who would benefit from a Merrimack
College education?
No matter how many publications, e-mails, telephone calls and visits the Office of
Admission has with prospective students, we hear many times that the first contact
with Merrimack is through a friend or an alumni of the college. And truly, isn't that
the bestway for them to come to the decision that Merrimack may be the best
choice for them?
There have been so many changes on campus - academic programs, facilities,
cultural events - and we hear your approval when you visit. By spreading the word
on these improvements to high school students, parents ofprospects and even your
daily contacts, you are helping to strengthen the image of Merrimack. The possibil
ities ofcontinued growth in enrollment and enhanced diversity and strength of our
student body will benefit tremendously by your referrals and supportive comments.
But most ofall, speaking ofyour own experience at Merrimack and the success
you found after graduation based on your time at the college, speaks louder than
anything we can do from recruiting efforts. It is your affirmation that encourages
students and parents to take a closer look at Merrimack.
You can make a difference in the future of Merrimack by taking time to reier a
student or two to the Office of Admission. We will make sure that they receive
the right infortnation to help them make the choice you did and enroll at a great
college - Merrimack.
Please share the enclosed appliealion in this magaeine with someone vou know.
> CLASS NOTES
M31
Bill Daly is chairman of the 72nd
Assembly District in California.
138
Donald F. Shea retired on May 6,
2006 from Overwatch Systems, LTD.
3063
J. Ronald Gaudreault recently
retired as president and CEO of
Huntington Hospital in Long Island,
N.Y. after 41 years of service.
Under his guidance, the hospital
expanded several times and broad
ened its clinical services for the ben
efit of the 200,000 residents it
served. He helped in the formation
of the North Shore Long Island
Jewish Health System. He was an
active member of the American
Hospital Association and the
American College Health Care
Executives. He was the chairman of
the Board of the Healthcare
Association of New York State in
2005 and past chairman of the
Nassau Suffolk Hospital Council. He
is a former adjunct professor and
clinical associate at Ithaca College,
Washington University, the University
of Iowa, and Long Island University.
He received his master's degree in
health and hospital administration
from the University of Iowa. He con
tinues to serve the professional
healthcare community as a consult
ant and a hospital trustee and in the
public health arena.
Wednesday audience and Papal
Blessing given by our Pontiff,
Benedict XVI.
" J66
Anne (Perreault) DiSciullo has
owned & operated Jiminy Cricket
Preschool in Amherst, N.H. for the
past 31 years where her grandchil
dren, Meghan, 10, and Lucas, 7,
both attended. Anne's daughter
Karen currently teaches there. In
1995, Anne received a master's
degree in mental health counseling
at Rivier College in N.H. and four
years ago opened her private prac
tice in Bedford.
•16.
Mary (Heaphy) LeVangie was cho
sen Counselor of the Year for the
state of Massachusetts for 2006.
M7I
Matthew D'Agostino recently
retired as assistant principal of the
Parthum School in Lawrence, Mass.
Matthew taught for 34 years in the
Lawrence Public Schools. Matthew
plans to fill his time with his insur
ance business, officiating high
school and college softball, and visit
ing his children; a son who lives on
South Beach Miami, and a married
daughter who lives in Baltimore,
Maryland.
Ron Poskus was recently awarded
the "Spotlight on Excellence" award














the spotlight on Ron for his enthusi
astic devotion to making math
accessible to all his students and his
commitment to relating to all his stu
dents and making them feel wel
come at the high school. Only one
Ken and SandyTaylor,, and Fr.Joseph Fanell on the
terrace at the Aiigustinian House at Vatitan City.
Ken Taylor, along with his wife
Sandy, toured Rome and visited with
Rev. Joe Farrell, O.S.A. in Vatican
City. They visited the sites and had
lunch with Fr. Joe following the
teacher is chosen each year for this
special award.
M75
Steve Alexander has been selected
president of the Medical Board of
California, becoming its first public
member president in seven years.
He is a publ'c affairs communica
tions strategist and a member of the
International Association of
Facilitators and the International
Association of Public Participation.
Stevewas ^ aointed to the board by
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in July
2004.
Marcia McMahon Is currently work
ing the Broker's Advantage
Di\ n of First American Title
Insurance Company in Boston, Mass.
Marie (Herbert! Boyd was elected
•"^culty Lecturer of the Year by her
peers at Chaffey College in Rancho
Cuca.nonga, California. She has
been an instructor and reference
librarian at the Chaffey College
Library since 1999. Her talk, entitled
"Clay Tablets to Flash Drives:
Libraries, Technology and Human
Values" was enthusiastically received
by a packed house in the college
theater on April 25, 2006.
Daniei Meyers has been promoted
to vice president of Sales at
Neuroscience at Pfizer, Inc. in New
York City.
John T. Boyce is the senior vice
president for institutional investments
at General Electric Asset
Management in Stamford, Conn.
Mary (Gorham) Franco is presi
dent of the foundation and vice presi
dent for public affairs at Norwalk
Hospital, Norwalk, Conn.
Barry A. Sullivan was appointed
chief financial officer in connection
with the acquisition of ProLink on
December 23, 2005.
M82
Karon (Poisson) Clancy earned a
master's degree in digital security
from Golden Gate University in San
Francisco.
186
Carl Franco has been appointed
vice-chairperson of the Northeastern
Make-A-Wish Foundation.
Chris Pereira has started a half-way
house for troubled youth struggling
with drug addiction.
M87
Stephen Hosiey is the senior vice
president and assistant controller
of financial operations at AOL in
Dulles, Va.
3088
Michaei Young graduated from
Mercy College in Manhattan in May
2005 with a master of science
degree in special education. Mike is
a high school special education
teacher specializing in mathematics
at Middletown High School in
Middletown, Delaware. He lives just
outside of Wilmington, Del.
Craig Koiek has been named the
2006 Tachikara/AVCA Division III
Men's National Coach of the Year.
Craig is the head coach of men's
and women's volleyball at Rivier
College in Nashua, N.H.
Matthew Kraiindts '91
Matthew A. Kraunelis has been
appointed as chief of staff to the
mayor of Methuen, Mass., Mayor
William M. Manzi, III. He has served
as a Methuen City Councilor for the
eontinitcd pctge .12
> ALUMNI IN ACTION
In the months before her
retirement, after 33 years
in the field of professional
mental health services,
Barbara DiCocco '66 wanted
the opportunity to do
volunteer work. "1 had a
practice in Maryland, and
then opened up a practice in
Florida when I moved here ten
years ago." She began taking
pet therapy classes with her
maltese. "I thought that in my
retirement I would let my dog
do the therapy," she joked.
One month into her retirement,
DiCocco's community needed
her help after Hurricane Charlie
devastated Charlotte County, Florida
in August 2004. She offered her
services and headed up Project Hope, an organization started
by FEMA to assist victims of disaster. DiCocco and a team of
40 mental health professionals knocked on every door in the
county ensuring that the residents were okay.
j' '.3 '
"People were living in homes that were half gone," she
explained. "Their roofs were blown away. Walls were caved
in. They had to make do until FEMA arrived with trailers.
"Thirty-seven percent of the residents in the county are
over the age of 60," DiCocco said. "The veterans likened
the devastation to a war zone." The team didn't arrive in
the neighborhoods until three months after the destruction.
"There was still so much debris, we couldn't drive down
streets without a fear of flat tires. People were just beginning
to decide what they were going to do." Through Project
Hope, she offered victims crisis counseling and connected
them with practical resources such as food, water, and
adequate shelter.
Project Hope's crisis counseling continued for a year. The
next phase, Project Recovery, continues until November
2006. "With Project Recovery, we deal with the long-term
issues, such as stress reactions and trauma," said DiCicco.
Project Recovery also helps victims with long-term case
management and connects them with resources to rebuild.
"There are many faith-based agencies down here," DiCicco
explained. "The churches get funding and we connect them
to the survivors." Many of these agencies can assist with








DiCocco's interest in working in the field of mental health
began at Merrimack. "I was a social sciences major and liked
the service projects that we did. 1worked at a child guidance
center, working with mental health patients. 1 liked that kind
of thing. It shaped my interest," she said. DiCocco went on
to earn her master's degree at Boston College. Her profession
al experience included significantwork with people who were
victims of sexual abuse. "I was able to apply what I know to
victims of natural disaster."
Although her work with Project Recovery will be completed
this fall, retirement is still not on the horizon for DiCocco. In
January, she became the victim assistance minister with the
Venice (Florida) Diocese, aiding victims of church abuse. "I
am on-call and respond to someone who has come forward
with allegations," DiCocco explained. DiCocco's role is to
take the information, listen, talk, and support the victim. She
asks what the victim is looking for, whether it is to inform the
church or seek counseling. She then reports to the review
board, which advises the Bishops on how to proceed.
DiCocco's retirement may be on hold, but living in southwest
Florida provides her with a relaxing getaway. "1 love to golf,"
she said, "and 1live on a golfcourse in 'golfing mecca'. Every
day 1go to work and get to come home to a vacation home."
I
CLASS NOTES
Chris Krako '91,James Henderson '91, Mike EhmiannCraut '91 and Bob
Simpson '91 gathered in New York City for a reunion.
past six years and has also served
as an attorney for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Jill (Gaffny) Sewell is a chemistry
teacher at Swampscott (Mass.) High
School.
Brian Sullivan is the vice president
of BenefitStreet, Inc. in Canton,
Mass.
James Henderson has recently
been hired by SkillSoft Corporation in
Nashua, N.H. as a principal software
engineer. James also holds the title
of an IEEE Certified Software
Development Professional. He has
played a key role in establishing the
Dr. Walter E. Maxey Memorial Award
at Merrimack College, which annually
awards a deserving junior who is
majoring in mathematics, computer
science, or electrical engineering.
Dorothy L Hitchmoth O.D. is
involved with the McGreal Sight
Center in Concord, N.H., a free clinic
run and sponsored by the New
Hampshire Lions. Dorothy also
speaks for the American Optometric
Association's Healthy Eye Healthy
People Project in New Hampshire
which serves to educate the public
on the importance of regular eye
care. She created and directed a
public service announcement with
Governor Lynch and NBA star Matt
Bonner to assist this effort. She
also takes time for the InfantSEE pro
gram which offers free eye examina
tions for infants, and volunteers for
Vision USA which helps low-income
Americans get proper eye care.
M98
Karen (Rapp) Randall has recently
been promoted to human resource
supervisor at Liberty Mutual Group in
Boston, Mass.
Jamie Landry is a caseworker for
the Department of Youth Services in
Lawrence, Mass,
Lisa Shanko is the new vice presi
dent at TD Banknorth Massachusetts
in Ipswich, Mass. Lisa is also pursu
ing an M.B.A. from Suffolk University.
Lisa Shanko '98
M99
Michael Gravel is a postulant with
the Conventual Franciscans and is liv
ing in the Philadelphia area.
Angus Patterson is currently work
ing for Animedix, a web-based com
munication company, located in
Newark, Del.
MOO
Robert Coilins now works at Salem
State College (Mass.) as the Catholic
campus minister.
MOl
Aiexis Dugan earned a doctorate in
clinical psychology from
Massachusetts School of
Professional Psychology in June
2006. Alexis will complete her post
doctoral fellowship at Children's
Hospital in Boston.
Dan Flynn has a new job as coordi
nator of community service and head
cross country coach at Lesley
University.
MOl
Erin L. Keieher graduated from
Fitchburg State College in May 2005
with an M.Ed in elementary educa
tion. She was also inducted into
Kappa Delta Pi, the International
Education Honor Society. Erin has
also been named to Who's Who
Among America's Teachers for
the second year in a row. She is
currently a fifth grade teacher at the
Tarbox School in Lawrence, Mass.
Erin is also planning a November
2007 wedding to Geoffrey Mackay.
lO-
Amy-Jean Bessette graduated
from Roger Williams University in
Bristol, R.l. with a master of arts
degree in teaching from the School
of Education.
Kate Burgess has moved to Boston
and is currently working as a confer
ence coordinator for the McGraw-Hill
Companies.
Sarah Hicks accepted a job at
Villanova University as an area
coordinator in Residence Life.
Kathryn Jussaume has been
accepted to Towson University's
graduate program to study communi
cations management.
Sara Swanson has been promoted
to marketing specialist of MC




Derek Darling is pursuing a master
of engineering management degree
at Dartmouth College.
Sara Denis is working at Hanscom
Air Force Base as a contract
specialist.
Christina Doherty has started a
new job as alumni coordinator at
Merrimack College.
Judith Hochstetler is pursuing a
master of science in accountancy at
Bentley College.
Michael Lemenager is currently
a graduate student in the master's
program in criminal justice at
Northeastern University in Boston,
Mass.
PJ McCarthy is teachingeighth
grade English at the Marshall Middle
School in Billerica, Mass. He is also
coaching the boy's JVvolleyball team
at Billerica Memorial High School.
Anna Sabella has been accepted to
Emerson College's journalism pro
gram for the fall 2006 semester.
\109
Jo Ann Basso plans on going to
Emerson College for a master's




Let us in on your news. Ifyou've
received an award or promo
tion... Been married or had a
baby... Earned a graduate
degree... Moved... Obtained a
new job... Celebrated a special
anniversary... Or have other
news to share with your fellow
alumni, please contact us at
alumnirelations@merrimack.edu
or send your information to
Alumni Relations, Merrimack
College, 315 Turnpike Street,
North Andover, MA 01845.
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> ALUMNI IN ACTION
In Life, as in Basketball,
Have a Game Plan
By Cara Parker
CCI tell people all the time that my
involvement in athletics has been
a tool to help me in different
situations," says Curtis Nelson '91.
"Life is just like basketball. You can
have a game plan set up, but once you
start playing, you run into different
obstacles."
Basketball has always been a major part of
Nelson's life. Most people wouldn't make
the connection between basketball and the
United States Secret Service, but for Nelson,
a four-year starter for the Merrimack
College Warriors, the same principles of the
game he loves also apply to his careerand
his life experiences. "You have to decipher
problems and adhere to a situation," he
explained about his game, although he
could easily be describing the same strate
gies used while serving as a lead advance
agent for President George W. Bush.
"That was probably my best assignment,"
Nelson admitted. "I had the chance to
go out and set up the President's entire visit
before he arrived. As the lead agent, the
entire appearance fell on my shoulders."
Nelson describes his life as a series of chances and
opportunities. He attended a predominantly black high
school in Springfield, Massachusetts. One day, the father of a
player on a rival team asked him if he had considered a post
graduate year at a prep school. Two weeks later. Nelson
visited the campus of Brewster Academy in Wolfeboro, N.H.
with this family. He was accepted to the school and received
a scholarship to Merrimack upon graduation.
While at Merrimack, Nelson developed a strong relationship
with Men's Basketball Coach Bert Hammel. "Coach Hammel
was tough on me," he said, "but it helped me with life and
work situations." Fifteen years after graduation. Nelson still
speaks with Hammel on a regular basis.
Merrimack's men's basketball team has long been recognized
for its close work with the Lawrence Boys' Club and Nelson
was a part of that. "At first, we went down to the Boys Club
and local schools and read with the boys," Nelson explained.
"After a few times, I told Coach that 1 wanted to talk with the
kids. 1 wanted to let them know that I grew up in an area like
them." Nelson's lesson was one of hard work. "I told them
about my life experiences and how with hard work their lives
could be different. I told them to do well in school, stay away
from drugs, and listen to their parents."
Nelson's message was heard. Two of his mentees are brothers
who are considered leaders in the Lawrence community, with
one running the Boys Club and another working for the
Department of Social Services. Both boys attended college.
His connections to Lawrence are still strong. His
college roommate and teammate Paul Neal
coaches the Lawrence High School basketball
team. From time to time, Neal asks Nelson to
call a player and give him guidance. Nelson
expects to return to the area in the fall to speak
with Neal's high school team. "It's important for
kids to understand that the things that you do
now can have long-term consequences."
Nelson graduated from Merrimack with a bache
lor of arts in political science and went on to
earn his master's degree at American
International College in one-and-a-half years
while also coaching the basketball team. Nelson
had always wanted to work for the Secret Service. "I've been
fascinated with the Kennedy assassination since I was a kid,"
he said. "I was always determined to tr)' and get into the
Secret Service."
Nelson's newest assignment with the Secret Service's Criminal
Investigation Division affords him the opportunity for a 9-5
job. "My wife Alyssa put in a lot of hours with our three boys
while I was working for the presidency," Nelson admitted.
For the past seven months, he has spent most of his free time
playing Dad. "1 have spent a lot ot time at home. We go fish
ing and we just hang out. It's time tor me to help out with
the kids."
And that could be his most important assignment ever.
•
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We are pleased to once again accept wedding photos of alumni.
Please send to alumnirelations@men imack.edu or Alumni Relations,
Menimack College, 313 Tumpike Street, North Andovei; MA 01845.
WEDDINGS
CHRISTINE BAGARELLA 97 and
Daniel Pace, October 1, 2005, St.
Anthony's Church, Everett, Mass.
Alumni in attendance were: Anthony
DeAngelis '97, Michael Gizzi '98,
Peter Gizzi '97, Kerry (Giordano)
Hickox '97, Jami Giordano '95,
David Lanzoni '95, Elizabeth
(Lesiak) Loewen '97, Sheryl
(Benedict) Sciaudone '97, and
Paul Sciaudone '98.
KATHLEEN WRIGHT '99 and
SCOTT ARMSTRONG '99, July 9,
2005, Collegiate Church of Christ the
Teacher, Merrimack College. Fr.
Richard Piatt served as minister.
Musicians inciuded members of the
Merrimack Valley Players: Heather
Price '99, Josie Thomas '98,
Kerri Torrisi '97, Christine
McDonald '99, Chad Dow, Mike
Caruso '97, Phil Naroian '02, and
Glen Wakely. Alumni in attendance:
(left to right of attached photo)
Steven Kennedy '99, Krista
Boisclair '99, Andrew Noyes '99
Jamie Jarvis '99, Rob Cowles '99
Tim Brandt '99, State Trooper
Eric West '99, Kevin Keirce '99,
John McGiaughiin '99, Lisa Bezis
'99 Jay Recinito '99, Jess Stygies
'00, Steve Quinn '99, Carmen
Smith '99, John McDonald '99,
and Jen (Reboiet) McDonald '99.
SEAN O'BRIEN '00 and NICOLE
O'NEILL '01, February 18, 2006,
Collegiate Church of Christ the
Teacher, Merrimack College. Alumni
Sean O'Brien '00
in attendance were: Michelle
O'Neill '04, Nicole Gregoire '01,
Kendra Stetson '01, Stephanie
Worsman '01, Brian O'Neill '07,
George Gilpin '01, Michelle
Gavengano '01, Darcy (Morin)
Jackson '01, Jason Ball '04,
Michael Harrington '01, Stacy
Diamandis '00, Anne Marie
(Driscoll) Roux '00, Robin (Stec)
Trainor '00, Joanne Bazarian




'82, and Crystal O'Keefe '04.
JAMES JOHNSON '01 and JEN
NIFER HINES '02, June 18, 2005,
St. Christine's Church, Marshfield,
Mass. Alumni in attendance were:
Robert Johnson '03, Westly
Richmond '01, Michael Connelly
'01, George Gilpin '01, Brian
Vecino '01, and Robert Marino
'01.
HILARY MASON '01 and Jason
Coolidge, August 6, 2005, Collegiate
Church of Christ the Teacher,
Merrimack College.
MAURA MINIHAN '02 and Jeffrey
Petty, October 1, 2005, The
Collegiate Church of Christ the
Teacher, Merrimack College.
Chrissy Sordillo '04, Maura's best
friend and roommate at Merrimack,
was a bridesmaid.
Kalhlecn Wright '90 and Scott Armstrong '99 (clcbralc with alumni friends.
NEW ARRIVALS
RAY JOYCE '82 and wife Michele, a
son, Alden, May 2, 2006. Alden
joins brother Henry and sister Sarah.
LAUREN (LARSON) DIEHL '87 and
husband Scott, a son, Cameron Lee,
August 5, 2005. Cameron joins
sisters Dakota, 5, and Sienna, 3.
BRADLEY KUTCHER '87 and
KIMBERLY (OPPENHEIMER)
KUTCHER '88, a son, Nicholas
Steven, August 18, 2005. Nicholas
joins brother Michael and sisters
Jacqueline and Caitlin.
JOHN LASKOWITZ '87 and wife
Robin, a daughter, Olivia Wynne,
March 30, 2006.
LINDA (DOUGHTY) BURGESS '87,
and husband Philip, a son. Tucker
Edward, March 26, 2005.
CLAIRE MORGAN-WITTENBURG
'91 and husband Dave, a son, Luke
Shaun, February 20, 2006. Luke
joins brother Davis, 3.
KAREN (SWAIN) CAREY '92 and
husband David, a daughter, Margaret
Josephine Maggie, June 5, 2006.
She joins brother Aidan and sister
Alexandra.
KARIN (COOGAN) DONOHOE '92
and Kevin, a son. Jack Martin,
April 7, 2006 Jack joins big sister
Katie.
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN '94 and
wife Jennifer, a daughter, Hailey
Silvia Martin, May 9, 2006.
JENNIFER (LOUGHRAN)
RAUDELUNAS '94 and husband
Christian, a son, Finley Christian,
July 26, 2005. He joins brother
Hunter and sister Hannah.
continued oit page .3.5
MICHAEL LOIACANO '95 and wife
Susan, a daughter, Sophie Elizabeth,
March 25, 2006. Sophie's uncle is
JOHN LOIACANO '99.
LAURA (COSTA) GRAUDONS '96
and husband John, a son, Jakob
Costa, February 23, 2006.
KRISTA (MAURER) ALANTZAS '96
and husband Andrew, a son, Brady
Nicholas, November 16, 2005.
DONNA M. (WELCH) FERRARA
'97 and JOSEPH B. FERRARA '97,
a daughter, Adrianna M. Ferrara,
March 20, 2006.
SHERYL (BENEDICT) SCIAUDONE
,'97 and PAUL SCIAUDONE '98, a
son, Cristian Paul, March 7, 2006.
THOMAS JOHNSON '97, and
ANNA DONATELLI '98 a daughter,
Lily Eva Johnson, April 5, 2006.
TIM SMITH '98 and JESSICA
(BURGESS) SMITH '00, a daughter,
Norah Grace, December 20, 2004.
Norah joins big sister Julia Rose.
TARA (JOHNSON) KOZIAK '99 and
husband Derek, a daughter, Madyson
Jean, April 4, 2006. Madyson joins
big brother Garret.
PHILLIP LEFAVE '01 and wife
Danielle, a daughter, Kaleigh Marie,
February 26, 2006.
IN MHMORINM
Mary A. (Williams) BOWER '57,
August 20, 2005. She was
employed as a computer program




• Master of Education Progranris
• Suffolk MBA programs
Mass, working on the U.S. Space
Program. She also worked for her
husband's and son's dental practice
as a bookkeeper and tax consultant,
and helped her husband get elected
Into the Haverhill (MA) City Council,
serving as his advisor and campaign
manager.
Claude G. LEVESQUE '58, January
28, 2006. He served in the Korean
War and then enrolled at Merrimack
where he met his future wife,
Eleanor (Deignan) Levesque '59.
He served as team captain of the
Merrimack men's hockey team and
was just recently inducted into the
Hall of Fame. Claude worked at
Squibb Pharmaceuticals for 15
years. For the past 17 years he
worked at Brigham and Women's
Hospital radiology department,
retiring December 2005. In addition
to his wife, he leaves two daughters,
CLASS NOTES
Jacqueline Pescatore and Alaina
Barletta and seven grandchildren.
Joseph J. GAUDET '62, February
6, 2005. He served in the U.S.
Navy for 12 years and following his
military commitment, he worked for
Sanders Association, Lockheed
Corporation, and BAE Systems. As
a fellow and lifetime member of the
Institute of Environmental Sciences,
he was one of two representatives
on the World Environmental
Commission for the United States.
Victor BERNOTAS '68, May 2005.
Barbara Ann KOLENSKI '86,
February 26, 2006 after a lengthy
and courageous battle with cancer.
She was director of custody opera
tions at Harvard Management
Company in Boston, Mass. She lived
in Bedford, N.H. before moving to
South Boston, Mass. 20 years ago.
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For more information, visit www.merrimack.edu/nightlife
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Sha Na Na, Rogers Center
International Film, Rogers Center
Andover Chamber Music Series, Rogers Center
Admission Open House, Cascia Hall, 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
AUGUST
30 Women's Soccer First Home Game vs. Bentley @Warrior
Field, 4:00 p.m.




















Field Hockey First Home Game vs. Bloomsburg @
Warrior Field, 11:00 am
Resident Student Move-In Day
Student Orientation
Academic Convocation Day
First Day of Classes
Volleyball First Home Gamevs. Bentley @Volpe Athletic
Center, 7:00 pm
International Film, Rogers Center
Men's Soccer Golf Outing, Far Corners Golf Club, Boxford
Andover Chamber Music Series, Rogers Center
Merrimack Valley Philharmonic Orchestra (MVPO)
Pops Concert, Rogers Center
Hockey Golf Outing, Ferncrofl Country Club, Danvers
Tambakos Film - "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,"
Rogers Center
"Great Women: Jewish, Christian Muslim," Cascia Hall,
7:00 p.m. sponsored by the Center for the Study of
Jewish-Christian Relations35
Thagaste Symposium, Cascia Hall, sponsored by the
Augustinian Center for Study and Legacy
Business over Breakfast,Jeffery Hastie, director of Lean Sigma,
Bose Corporation, 7:30 a.m., Cascia Hall. Sponsored by the
Center for Professional Education. Complementary.
RSVP by emailing Richard.benedetto@merrimack.edu27
New England String Ensemble, Rogers Center


















Admission Open House, Cascia Hall, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm
Men's Basketball Golf Outing, Windham Country Club,
Windham, N.H., 1:00 p.m.
International Film, Rogers Center
Tambakos Film - "On the Water Front," Rogers Center
The Wailin'Jennies, Rogers Center
Baseball Golf Outing, Windbam Country Club, Windham, N.H.
Admission Mini Open House, Cascia Hall, 9:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.
Golden Dragon Acrobats, Rogers Center
Tierra Tango, Rogers Center
Tikkun Olam Award to Thomas F Caffrey, Esq., Rogers Center
(by invitation only), 6:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Center for
the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations
Open House, Continuing and Professional Education. Suffolk MBA,
5:30 - 7:00 p.m., Sakowich Campus Center
Homecoming/Family Weekend
Beatle Juice - Friends of Merrimack, Rogers Center, 7:30 p.m.
Men's Hockey First Home Game vs. Boston Univ. @ Volpe
Athletic Center
David Sears - Concert. Rogers Center
Mr. Merrimack, Rogers C.enter
Last Lecture: Professor of Fine Arts David Raymond,
Cascia Hall, 7:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Augustinian








Tambakos Film - "Double Indemnity," Rogers Center
A Cappella Night, Rogers Center
Maynard Ferguson Orchestra, Rogers Center
Admission Open House, Cascia Hall, 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
9 Bullock Memorial Lecture, "Preaching and Peace Among
Religions," Cascia Hall, 7:30 p.m. Sponsoredby the Center
for the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations
9, 10, 11 Merrimack College On-Stagers, Rogers Center
17, 18, 19 Pentucket Players "Beauty & the Beast," Rogers Center
20 Women's Basketball First Home Game vs. St. Thomas @ Volpe
Athletic Center
Pentucket Players "Beauty & the Beast," Rogers Center
New England Ringers, Rogers Center
Men's Basketball First Home Game vs. Southern Conn. @
Volpe Athletic Center
International Filtn, Rogers Center
Tambakos Film - "It Happened One Night," Rogers Center
Alumni Christmas Party
ATHLETICS
For the complete schedule




















Student caller since 2005
The next time your phone rings, Marki may be on the other line.
Marki is one of the dedicated student callers representing the
college, calling our alumni, friends, and families.
"When I speak with you on the phone, I feel like I am keeping
you connected to the college. It would be great if I had the
chance to talk to each of you, to let you know that your gift to
the college makes a difference to me!"
A gift to the Merrimack Phonathon is your commitment to the
success of students like Marki. Next time you see Merrimack
College pop up on your caller ID, it could be a student caller.





that gifts to the
Merrimack Fund.
Support student scholarships and
faculty development?
Enhance student life programming?
Allow us to utilize cutting edge
technology in the classroom?
Provide valuable resources for the
McQuade Library?
Enable our sports teams to enhance
the leadership skills of our athletes?
Continue programming to support
our Augustinian heritage?
A gift to the Meirimack Fund is a vote of
confidence in the college'sfuture. Its impact
will befelt throughout campus. You can
truly make a difference in a student's life.
The time is now, please considera gift to
the Merrimack Fund today!
Give safely online:
www.merrimack.edu/gift
or mail your gift to:
Merrimack College A-8
315 Turnpike Street
North Andover, MA 01845
Memmack
COLLEGE
North Andover, Massachusetts 01845
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